further purified by ODS column chromatography using methanol/water (2:3) as eluent to afford brevifolincarboxylic acid. The compound was crystallized from methanol to give pale yellow crystals (50 mg). Single crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation from pyridine at room temperature.
Source of material
The title compound was isolated from Duchesnea indica Focke collected from the JiangXi Province, China. The leaves and stems (50 kg dry weight) were powdered and exhaustively extracted with 70 % ethanol. The ethanol extract was filtered and concentrated in vacuo to give a dark brown aqueous suspension, which was diluted with water to 5 L and partitioned sequentially with petroleum ether, ethyl acetate and n-butanol (3x5 L). n-Butanol solution (900 g) was subjected to silica gel column chromatography using gradient elution (dichloromethane/methanol, 20:1 to 1:2). The fraction eluted by dichloromethane/methanol (5:1) was purified by HP20 column chromatography and eluted with water/ethanol (100:0 to 5:95). The fraction of water/ethanol (20:80) was * Correspondence author (e-mail: franklin67@126.com) Un U23 
